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to Russian expansion in the East of Europe, and the Com-
mercial Treaty was made. Fox's policy had been to make
diplomatic connections in order to maintain England's
position in Europe, and to preserve her from the necessity of
a standing army. That position he thought to be threatened
by the power which had been uniformly hostile, since he
knew anything of English politics. There loomed up per-
petually before his mind the spectacle of a restless, hostile
France, marking her progress through alliances, combina-
tions, defections, and intrigue by the chart of a constant and
unalterable ambition.
With the Revolution this spectacle disappeared. The
Bourbon policy was gone, however much of the Bourbon
spirit of warfare still hung about France. Fox recognised at
once that the Revolution had laid the spectre which had
haunted his dreams for so many years. Writing on July
30, 1789, to Fitzpatrick he said, " If you go without my
seeing you pray say something civil for me to the Duke of
Orleans whose conduct seems to have been perfect, and tell
him and Lauzun, that all my prepossessions against French
connections for this country will be at an end, and indeed
most part of my European system of politics will be altered,
If this Revolution has the consequences that I expect." That
the Revolution was to leave France a constant force on the
side of morality and moderation in European politics was an
expectation events were very soon to dispel, though^ with
the exception of her conduct in Avignon, Revolutionary-
France was not a warlike France before she was provoked.
That Fox was literally correct in believing that the Bourbon
policy was over, events were to prove within six months.
The chief illustration of that aggressive policy which had
aimed at creating a solidarity of anti-English interests had
been the family compact In January 1790 there was a
dispute between England and Spain over the seizure of the
English settlement of Nootka Sound on Vancouver s Island.
If Revolutionary France had continued the diplomatic tradi-
tions of Bourbon France, the family compact would have